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like Mary, in the things of love, you drag out a contemptible existence wandering the highways.'*
Giovanni made reply :
" Sir ! just as a Painter will depict on a narrow panel of wood an entire city with its houses and towers and walls, so you have painted in a few words my soul and my similitude with a wondrous exactness. And I am altogether what you describe. But if I followed perfectly the rule stablished by St. Francis, that Angel of God, and if I practised spiritual poverty to the full, I should be the lily of the fields and I should have the good part of Mary."
But Satan interrupted him, and cried :
"You profess to love the poor, yet you prefer the rich man and his riches, and adore Him who possesses treasures to give away."
And Fra Giovanni answered :
" He I love possesses not the good things of the body, but those of the spirit/'
And Satan retorted :
" All good things are of the flesh, and are tasted of through the flesh. This Epicurus taught, and Horace the Satirist said the same in his Verses."
At these words the holy man only sighed and said :
<c Sir ! I cannot tell what you mean."
Satan shrugged his shoulders and said: